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From the acclaimed Indie award-winner and mastermind director and screenwriter, 
Tom DiCillo, comes a nostalgic documentary that brings viewers on a whirlwind 
adventure with one of the greatest bands of all times, The Doors.  Narrated by actor 
Johnny Depp, the band’s infamous lyrics are brought to life. 

While cruising down a desert highway, Jim Morrison listens to the news of his own 
overdose blaring from the car radio in the opening scene.  From these initial moments, 
the movie immediately takes you back to the ‘60s and ‘70s where all that mattered was 
love, peace and rock n’ roll.  Morrison reunited with fellow UCLA film student, Ray 
Manzarek, unexpectedly on Venice Beach a couple years later to form The Doors.  After 
recruiting the final two band members, this Los Angeles quartet began to inspire a 
generation jaded by the Vietnam War.   

Never-before-seen footage of backstage banter, recording sessions, road trips and 
concert performances allows you to experience the journey alongside the band.  Seen 
through the perspective of Robby, Ray, John and Jim, don’t expect to be sheltered, as 
Morrison was notorious for reckless behavior and multiple arrests.  Thrilling on-stage 
police riots, drug-use, crowd fights and aggressive behavior is guaranteed to keep you on 
the edge of your seat throughout the film.  As with most out of control lifestyles, “When 
You’re Strange,” comes to a crashing halt with the death of Jim Morrison, 27, at his 
Paris apartment.  The devastating aftermath of his drug overdose leaves a shock and 
emptiness with fans all over the world. 

Want to know what it’s really like to be a rock star for a day?  Ever been curious as to 
what makes Jim Morrison’s brain tick?  Are you a huge Doors fan or music junkie?  
Then “When You’re Strange: A Film About The Doors,” is right up your alley!  After 
receiving raving reviews at this year’s Sundance Film Festival, the film is guaranteed to 
take you back to a place where you can re-live the music, re-live an era!   

 

 

 

 

“It’s been one of the most amazing experiences of my life.  I actually came to learn about 
The Doors while making this film. And the show changed month after month as I 
learned this stuff.” - Tom DiCillo 

“What I’ve taken away from this [the film] is this belief without question, and if you 
believe in something…stand up for it.  And that’s it.” –Tom DiCillo 

Synopsis: 

Statements from the Director: 
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Jim Morrison, Lead Vocalist, The Doors 

The oldest of three siblings, Jim Morrison was born in 
Melbourne, Fla., on Dec. 8, 1943, to George and Clara Morrison.  
With his father being in the United States Navy, the family often 
traveled across the United States moving from one home to 
another.  Being involved in the military, his parents believed in 
strict and harsh discipline, distancing their relationship with 
Morrison, which was later severed once Morrison’s career 
exploded. 

Morrison spent a large portion of his childhood in San Diego and later graduated from 
high school in Alexandria, Va., in 1961.  After graduation, Morrison went to live with his 
grandparents in Clearwater, Fla., where he attended St. Petersburg Junior College.  A 
year later, he transferred to Florida State University, and in 1964, he moved to Los 
Angeles, where he earned his undergraduate degree in film at UCLA.   

After graduating from college, Morrison lived and wondered aimlessly around Venice 
Beach.  There he reunited with fellow UCLA student, Ray Manzarek, to form the band 
The Doors, named after Aldous Huxley’s Poem The Doors of Perception.  After 
recruiting guitarist Robby Krieger and drummer John Densmore, the quartet began to 
gain soaring popularity with hits like “Light My Fire,” “Love Me Two Times,” “Love Her 
Madly,” and “Touch Me.”  By the release of their second album, Strange Days, The 
Doors were one of the most popular rock bands alive, and Morrison was a certified rock 
star for his genius lyrics and bad boy frontman persona. 

During this period of fame and success, Morrison became notorious for his reckless 
behavior, including uninhibited sex with multiple women, drug abuse, not showing up 
for rehearsal and starting riots.  Although he was linked to long-term partner, Pamela 
Courson, by the time of his death there were over 20 paternity claims against him. 

In March, 1971, Morrison moved to Paris, where he continued to record music and 
spend time admiring the city.  After recording his last studio recording in Paris, 
Morrison was found dead in the bathroom of his apartment on July 3, 1971.  Although 
there was no official autopsy performed, it is confirmed by various accounts, including 
Courson, that the cause of death was heroin overdose.  Morrison’s iconic legend has left 
a memory for adoring fans all over the world, who continue to support him and his 
music today. 

 

 

Bios: 

Photo by worleygig.com 
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Ray Manzarek, Keyboard Player, The Doors 
 
Ray Manzarek hails from south Chicago, where he was born on 
Feb. 12, 1939.  He grew up in Chicago, where he developed a love 
for basketball during middle school and high school.  However, 
once the coach told him he could not play the position he wanted 
to play, he quit, which ultimately led him to develop a strong 
passion for film and music. 
 
After graduating from St. Rita High School in 1962, Manzarek 
headed out west to attend UCLA where he studied 
cinematography with fellow student Jim Morrison.  Forty days 

after graduation he was reunited with Morrison on the Santa Monica Beach, where they 
hatched the idea to form the band, The Doors.   
 
Manzarek was a keyboardist but also subbed in with the bass whenever the band needed 
it.  He also took the lead on vocals when Morrison was unreliable, drunk, or absent and 
also after his death.  Since then, Manzarek has worked with multiple bands, including 
Nite City, Echo & the Bunnymen and X.  Currently, he has moved from Hollywood and 
is living comfortably in Napa Valley, Calif.  
 

 
 
Robby Krieger, Guitarist, The Doors 
 
Born of Jewish decent in Los Angeles on Jan. 8, 1946, Robby 
Krieger was exposed to and inspired by music at a young age.  
Although his father was a big fan of classical music and marching 
bands, Peter and the Wolf was the first music which really 
influenced young Robby.   

Krieger began playing the trumpet at ten years old but quickly 
realized the piano was more suited for him.  He took up surfing as 
a hobby at age 14; therefore, his parents enrolled him in private 

school, thinking this new interest would distract him from his studies.  A few years later 
he picked up another hobby, the flamenco guitar.  When he was 18, he began taking 
lessons and received his own guitar.  

Krieger went to UCLA, where he met Ray Manzarek, who later asked him to play electric 
guitar for The Doors.  After Morrison’s death in 1971, Krieger went on to form The Butts 
Band with John Densmore.  In addition, he worked with many other bands and artists 
and recorded a handful of albums as The Robby Krieger Band throughout the ‘70s and 
‘80s. 

Photo byhome.att.net 

Photo by wolfgangvault.com 
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John Densmore, Drummer, The Doors 
 
John Densmore was born in Maine on Dec. 1, 1944 and attended 
Santa Monica City College and Cal. State-Northridge after high 
school.  He joined The Doors in 1965 as a drummer.  It is 
reported that Densmore constantly had problems with 
Morrison’s careless behavior and asked to stop touring. 

After the band split in 1973, Densmore re-grouped with Krieger 
to form The Butts Band but later turned to dance and theatre, 
performing with Bess Snyder and Co. and touring the U.S. for 
two years.  He also starred in, directed, and/or produced plays, 

such as Skins, Rounds and Be Bop A Lula, and acted in multiple TV shows. 

Now Densmore claims a best-selling autobiography, The Riders on the Storm, and is 
currently working on a novel, producing a documentary and lecturing around college 
campuses. 

 

Johnny Depp, Actor 

Depp was born on June 9, 1963 in Owensboro, Ky., to Betty 
Palmer, a waitress, and Chris Depp, a civil engineer.  Through his 
early childhood years he, his two sisters, and parents moved to 
over 20 cities, landing in Miramar, Fla., in 1970.  Following the 
1978 divorce of his parents, Depp experienced depression and 
hurt himself to numb the pain and stress. 

When Depp turned 12, he received his first guitar from his 
mother.  He later dropped out of high school to become a rock 
star.  After forming the local band, The Kids, they set out to L.A. 

to make it big.  The band split up shortly after, still shy of a record deal, but Depp 
continued to pursue music, collaborating with Rock City Angels on the song “Mary.” 

He met and married make-up artist Lori Anne Allison on Dec. 24, 1983, who introduced 
Depp to Nicholas Cage.  Cage encouraged Depp to pursue an acting career, and since he 
was working many odd jobs, such as telemarketing, at the time, he gave it a shot.  Two 
years later Depp and Allison divorced, and he went on to date Sherilynn Finn.  

During the ‘90s, Depp earned the reputation as a bad boy in Hollywood, dating multiple 
girls and getting arrested for various reckless acts and brawls.  He has two children 
(Lily-Rose, 11, and Jack, 8,) with ongoing partner and French actress/singer Vanessa 
Paradis. 

Photo by myspace.com 

Photo by Oh-jhoy.blogspot.com 
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Starting with his break out role in A Nightmare on Elm Street in 1984, Depp has starred 
in multiple films over the years.  He entrenched his position as a leader in the industry 
with his role as Jack Sparrow in Disney’s Pirate’s of the Caribbean, which grossed over 
$135.5 million in the box office.  He was nominated for an Academy Award for Best 
Actor for his roles in Pirate’s of the Caribbean and Finding Neverland.  He finally 
scored an Oscar in 2007 for his role as Sweeney Todd in Tim Burton’s film adaptation of 
the musical.  He has worked with director Tim Burton in seven films thus far, with Alice 
in Wonderland being the most recent.  Now Depp, his partner Paradis and his two 
children enjoy living on their wine vineyard in Plan-de-la-Tour north of Saint-Tropez 
half the year and Los Angeles the other half.  He also recently bought an island in the 
Bahamas, where the family vacations. 

 

Tom Dicillo, Director & Screenwriter 
 
Born in 1953 in Camp LeJeune, N.C., to a Colonel in the United 
States Marine Corps, Tom and his two siblings moved every 
couple of years, so there is nowhere he can really call home.  
During this time, he attended three elementary schools, two 
high schools and two reform schools.  With a degree in Creative 
Writing from Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Va., in 1975, 
DiCillo moved to New York to pursue a graduate degree in Film 
from NYU.  After receiving a master’s in 1979 and directing six 
short films, DiCillo studied acting for eight years and 

performed in many Broadway productions. 

DiCillo directed his first film, Johnny Suede, a Series of Monologues, in 1990.  This was 
the start of many successful and award-winning independent films.  His most recent 
project, When You’re Strange: A Film About The Doors, hits theaters April 9, 2010.  In 
addition, he has also written two novels that deal with his experiences in filmmaking.  

 

Jeff Jampol, Producer 

Jeff Jampol started out in the music industry as an engineer, 
producer, arranger, and radio DJ.  In the ‘70s, Jampol 
transitioned into the management business with various punk 
rock bands in the Bay Area.  After working in promotions for the 
major record labels: Atlantic, Colombia, and WEA, Jampol 
partnered with Danny Sugerman to form Doors Music Co.  Now, 
he works as a marketing consultant to managers, publishers, 
and labels, as well as a manager for The Doors.  For the past 11 
years, Jampol has resided in Los Angeles and has taught Music 
Business Classes at UCLA. 

Photo by fest21.com 

Photo by linkedin.com 
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Peter Jankowski, Producer 

After graduating from college in 1986 from Holy Cross in 
Worcester, Mass., Jankowski spent ten years at Universal 
Television, where he produced various shows, including 
Northern Exposure, Coach and Quantum Leap.  In 1996, he 
became president of Wolf Films.  Next, he went on to produce 
Law & Order, where he is currently the executive producer of 
the Law & Order franchise.  Currently, he is the producer for 
When You’re Strange. 

 

 

 

Dick Wolf, Producer  

Wolf was born on Dec. 20, 1946, in New York, to mother 
Marie Wolf, a homemaker, and father George, an advertising 
executive.  He attended school at the Phillips Academy and 
The Gunnery and went on to graduate from the University of 
Pennslyvania in 1969. 

Wolf started out working as a copywriter at Benton & Bowles, 
with dreams of becoming a screenwriter one day.  After a few 
years, Wolf moved to Los Angeles to pursue his film career.  
His break-through film, Masquerade earned him a position 
as staff writer for Hill Street Blues, where he was nominated 

for his first Emmy Award.  After that gig, he landed a job as a supervising producer for 
the popular hit show, Miami Vice.  Now, Wolf is creator and executive producer of Law 
& Order, Wolf Films, and NBC Universal Television.  In 2003, Wolf produced Twin 
Towers, a short documentary that won an Academy Award.  Highly esteemed in the 
entertainment industry, Wolf has many awards to show for it.  In 2007, he received a 
star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. 

 

John Beug, Producer  

Beug was born and raised in Chicago.  He went to a small 
liberal arts school but then in 1968 transferred back to 
Northwestern University in Chicago, where he began 
promoting concerts.  Slowly drifting away from school, Beug 
began focusing more on his career in the music industry.  In 
1972, Lou Adler hired Beug to work for him in Los Angeles, 

Photo by holycross.edu 

Photo by variety.com 

Photo by artisthousemusic.org 
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where he started his career working for Ching Ching Chong.  He also worked on The 
Rocky Horror Show, which gained long-term success.  Even though music was his first 
love, next Beug worked for several years as a line producer in the motion picture 
business at Warner Brothers.  Through these connections, he and a partner went on to 
work in editing and in producing music videos.  Now Beug oversees production for 
Warner Brother Records and has worked with artists, including Eric Clapton, Fleetwood 
Mac and Paul Simon.   

 

 

 

 

Background 
The concept of “When You’re Strange” was essentially formed from the remaining band 
members of The Doors.  While collaborating with producer Dick Wolf on The Doors’ 
albums, they had an idea of putting together old footage.  Many loyal fans were so 
inspired by the band, so they felt that this documentary would serve as a memorable 
tribute.   
 
Idea 
The vision for the film came from director Tom Dicillo, who was a huge Doors fan 
growing up.  When interviewed, he states, “Man, after looking at all the footage, I was 
just mesmerized by all of it.  And I said, ‘why would I want to have anyone else talking or 
disrupting this bubble—this magic bubble of The Doors in their most beautiful 
moments.’  I said ‘let me try and keep it in that moment.  Let me try and get the 
audience to exist in that moment for the whole film.’”   
 
Production 
The four producers, and band members met together to discuss the possibility of the 
film.  Once they agreed on spearheading the project, they called director Tom DiCillo, 
who had a plethora of unique ideas and directions for the film.  As far as filming goes, 
there was little to no outside filming.  The movie is an artful compilation of historic 
footage of The Doors, with Johnny Depp as the narrator.  However, the team also had to 
work together to cut and edit the soundtrack to the film, which was a chief component.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Production Notes: 
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Cinematical.com 
By Scott Weinberg 
Although Doors fans will probably appreciate the “When You’re Strange,” it serves more 
as a supplemental DVD and not a cinematographic masterpiece.  Most of the 
documentary is nothing new to and already known by die-hard fans.  One positive is the 
unseen footage, which will appeal to a segment of followers. 
http://www.cinematical.com/2009/01/19/sundance-review-when-youre-strange/ 
 
Chud.com 
By Devin Faraci 
The first ten minutes of the film is captivating and ignites an adolescent fixation with 
Jim Morrison.  Unfortunately, the new footage of Morrison that he took while working 
on a film project was the only worthwhile part of the film.  The narrative overwhelms the 
actual footage and does not give the perspective of someone from that era. 
http://chud.com/articles/articles/17870/1/SUNDANCE-REVIEW-WHEN-YOU039RE-
STRANGE/Page1.html 
 
Variety.com 
By Rob Nelson 
The film is a “bummer” because the obsessive voiceover narration strangled the actual 
footage.  Nelson says, “Diehard fans of the Los Angeles group's late-'60s psychedelic pop 
will rush to spin Rhino's inevitable DVD, to varying degrees of disappointment or 
outrage. Doors to theatrical distribution deserve to stay shut.” 
http://www.variety.com/review/VE1117939383.html?categoryid=31&cs=1&nid=2577 
 
 

Reviews: 


